
REAL ESTATE
GUIDE



9 THINGS A REAL ESTATE
AGENT WILL DO FOR YOU

1. Be Available to You.
The first thing a real estate agent needs to be is accessible.
Calls and emails should be answered ASAP, and
communication should be clear and easy. If you don’t get a
response by the end of the day, find another agent.

2. Handle All Scheduling.
Your agent should schedule listing appointments for
properties you express interest in. They should also show you
similar listings, off-market listings, and exceptional properties
in other areas that might work better for your needs. If you
can’t be there in person, your agent should walk you through
the listings on FaceTime and send pictures and video recaps
with details. 

3. Help You Get Pre-Approved for a Mortgage.
If you don’t have a lender, your agent should be able to
connect you with one. It’s a good practice for both client and
agent to secure mortgage pre-approval before looking at
listings; This gives your agent an accurate picture of your
budget, while showing him or her that you’re a serious buyer.

4. Educate You on the Market.
Your agent should know the local market inside and out, advise
you on the best properties for your budget and goals, and share
details on comps to manage expectations about pricing.

5. Have a Marketing Plan.
Whether your agent is solo or on a team, independent or at a
major brokerage, make sure he or she is prepared to market
your listing to the fullest. Take a look at past listings or ask
them to share how they marketed a recent listing. Your agent
is the person who comes up with open house ideas, runs
social media ads, oversees photography, and promotes your
listing to buyers; Make sure he or she has a good aesthetic
eye, creative ideas, and knows how to run a full-scale 

marketing campaign. He or she is the one who will make
sure documents are signed, money is transferred, and keys
and deeds are turned over.

6. Close the Deal.
Yes, you want a star negotiator who can get you the best
price, but you need someone creative and experienced
enough to close a deal when things get difficult. When
sellers have second thoughts or want to change the terms of
the agreement, a great agent will find a solution, make a
concession, or come up with a compromise. A tough
negotiator is great, but what you really need is an agent who
has been there, done that, and can close any deal with some
creativity and quick thinking.

7. Manage the Inspection.
A great agent should recommend the best local home
inspector. You need one who is independent, experienced,
and competent, who will catch every issue and bring all of the
details to your attention. Your agent should also attend the
inspection and fully explain the implications of the findings—
including going to bat for you to get a price reduction or
other concession from the seller when warranted.

8. Streamline the Closing.
Your agent will be there to see you through the closing. He
or she is the one who will make sure documents are signed,
money is transferred, and keys and deeds are turned over.

9. Connect You to Vendors.
Need a handyman or interior decorator. Want to know
where to get the best burger in your new neighborhood? 
As an expert in his or her market, a good agent will have a
variety of local recommendations to send your way.
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Below you will find the customary distribution of expenses for the purchase of real estate in Texas. Keep in mind that many of these items 

can be negotiated by either party at the time of the offer, excluding some expenses the lender requires the seller to pay. 

BUYER TYPICALLY PAYS FOR 

• Escrow fees

• Document preparation (if applicable)

• Recording changes for all documents related to the

transfer of tide to the buyer

• Prorated share of taxes (from the date of acquisition)

• All new loan charges and fees (except those the

lender requires the seller to pay), including:

- Appraisal

- Credit report

- Tax service fee

- Loan origination/discount fee

- Reserves for taxes and insurance

- Flood certification

- Mortgage insurance premium

• Tide insurance premium: Lender's Policy

• Interest on the new loan from the date of funding

to 30 days prior to the first payment date

• Inspection fees

• Homeowner's transfer fee (if applicable)

• Fire insurance premium for the first year

SELLER TYPICALLY PAYS FOR 

• Real estate agent's compensation(s)

• Escrow fees

• Payoff all loans in the seller's name (unless the 

existing loan balance is being assumed by the 

buyer), including:

- Interest accrued to the lender that is being paid 

off

- Statement fees, release fees and any prepayment 

penalties

• Home warranty (according to contract terms)

• Any judgments, tax liens, etc. against the seller

• Prorated share of taxes (for any taxes unpaid at the 

time of transfer of title)

• Any unpaid homeowners association dues

• Recording charges to clear all documents of record 

against the seller

• Any outstanding assessments

• Any and all delinquent taxes

• Title insurance premium: Owner's Policy

• Seller credit for closing costs (according to contract 

terms)

CHICAGO TITLE 
® 





BASTROP COUNTY 
County Jurisdiction 
Bastrop County 	 0.327960
Bastrop County Road 	 0.074790
Total 0.402750

CITIES/VILLAGES 
City of Bastrop 	 0.499400 
City of Elgin 	 0.570000 
City of Smithville 	 0.588952 

EMERGENCY SERVICES/SPECIAL 
Bastrop ESD #1 	 0.079530
Bastrop County ESD #1D 	 0.079530 
Bastrop ESD #2 	 0.100000 
Bastrop-Travis ESD #1 	 0.100000 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Austin Community College 	 0.101300
ISD - Bastrop 	 1.067900 
ISD - Elgin 	 1.223400 
ISD - Lexington 	 0.885200 
ISD - McDade 	 0.955500 
ISD - Smithville 	 0.942500  

MUDS/WCIDS 
Altessa MUD 	 0.799500 
Bastrop County MUD #1 	 0.607050 
Elgin MUD #1 	 0.950000 
Elgin MUD #2 	 0.950000 
The Colony MUD #1A 	 0.850000 
The Colony MUD #1B 	 0.850000 
The Colony MUD #1C 	 0.850000 
The Colony MUD #1D 	 0.850000 
The Colony MUD #1E 	 0.665000 
The Colony MUD #1F 	 0.850000 
West Bastrop Village MUD 	 1.000000 
WCID #3 	 0.356700 
WCID #3 Defined 	 0.356700

BURNET COUNTY
Burnet County 	 0.309100 
Burnet County Special 	 0.045000 
Total 	 0.354100 

CITIES/VILLAGES 
City of Bertram 	 0.455000 
City of Burnet 	 0.613100 
City of Cottonwood Shores 	 0.509200 
City of Double Horn 	 0.064100 
City of Granite Shoals 	 0.541700 
City of Highland Haven 	 0.126000 
City of Horseshoe Bay 	 0.267750 
City of Marble Falls 	 0.535000 
City of Meadowlakes 	 0.131700 

EMERGENCY SERVICES/SPECIAL 
Burnet ESD #1 	 0.014100 
Burnet ESD #2 	 0.100000 
Burnet ESD #3 	 0.061600
Burnet ESD #4 	 0.010000 
Burnet ESD #5 	 0.074800 
Burnet ESD #6 	 0.042000 
Burnet ESD #7 	 0.079910 
Burnet ESD #8 	 0.100000 
Burnet ESD #9 	 0.100000 

PROPERTY TAX RATES
SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
CISD - Burnet 	 0.871900 
ISD - Lampasas (Appraisal Only) 	 1.015200 
ISD - Marble Falls 	 0.912200 

MUDS/WCIDS 
Central TX Water Conservation 	 0.005500
Highway 71 MUD 	 1.200000 
Kingsland MUD 	 0.169930 

HAYS COUNTY
County Jurisdiction
Hays County 	 0.308500

CITIES/VILLAGES
City of Buda 	 0.339500
City of Dripping Springs 	 0.179400
City of Hays 	 0.089400
City of Kyle 	 0.469300
City of Mountain City 	 0.078500
City of Niederwald 	 0.077600
City of San Marcos 	 0.603000
City of Uhland 	 0.093100
City of Woodcreek 	 0.190800
Village of Bear Creek 	 0.063300

EMERGENCY SERVICES/SPECIAL
Caldwell Hays ESD #1 	 0.100000
Hays Co. ESD #5 	 0.100000
Hays Co. ESD #6 	 0.077800
Hays Co. ESD #8 	 0.100000
Hays Co. ESD #9 	 0.050440
North Hays Co. ESD #1 	 0.031070
Northeast Hays Co. ESD #2 	 0.067800
South Hays ESD #3 	 0.100000
Special Road (Over 65 Only) 	 0.041500
Wimberley Fire Hays Co ESD #4 	 0.069500
Wimberley Hays Co ESD #7 	 0.055600

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Austin Community College 	 0.101300
CISD - Hays 	 1.154600
CISD - San Marcos 	 1.015200
ISD - Dripping Springs 	 1.105200
ISD - Wimberley 	 0.979900

MUDs/WCIDs
Buda MUD #1 	 0.750000
Crosswinds MUD 	 0.900000
Driftwood Economic Dev. MMD 	 0.150000
Dripping Springs MUD #1 	 0.760000
Greenhawe WCID #2 	 0.145000
Hays County Dev Dist #1 	 0.900000
Hays Co. MUD #4 	 0.898900
Hays Co. MUD #5 	 0.396800
Hays Co. WCID #1 	 0.684900
Hays Co. WCID #2 	 0.730000
Headwaters MUD 	 0.900000
North Hays Co. MUD #1 	 0.480000
North Hays Co. MUD #2 	 0.200000
Plum Creek Conservation 	 0.014000
Plum Creek Groundwater 	 0.015800
Reunion Ranch WCID 	 0.624000
South Buda WCID #1 	 0.643600
Springhollow MUD 	 1.000000
Sunfield MUD #1 	 0.870000
Sunfield MUD #3 	 0.900000
Sunfield MUD #4 	 0.900000

Wild Ridge MUD 	 0.872200
York Creek Improvement 	 0.004500

TRAVIS COUNTY
County Jurisdiction
Travis County 	 0.344445

CITIES/VILLAGES
City of Austin 	 0.477600
City of Bee Cave 	 0.020000
City of Cedar Park 	 0.363000
City of Creedmoor 	 0.419000
City of Elgin 	 0.626825
City of Jonestown 	 0.392500
City of Lago Vista 	 0.423100
City of Lakeway 	 0.159800
City of Leander 	 0.417282
City of Manor 	 0.853700
City of Mustang Ridge 	 0.238800
City of Pflugerville 	 0.542800
City of Rollingwood 	 0.205800
City of Round Rock 	 0.360000
City of West Lake Hills 	 0.178600
Village of Briarcliff 	 0.069100
Village of Point Venture 	 0.085828
Village of San Leanna 	 0.249800
Village of The Hills 	 0.093600
Village of Volente 	 0.079100
Village of Webberville 	 0.167800

EMERGENCY SERVICES/SPECIAL
Bastrop-Travis Counties ESD # 1 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 1 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 2 	 0.093900
Travis County ESD # 3 	 0.053000
Travis County ESD # 4 	 0.030000
Travis County ESD # 5 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 6 	 0.087600
Travis County ESD # 7 	 0.091000
Travis County ESD # 8 	 0.083000
Travis County ESD # 9 	 0.071000
Travis County ESD # 10 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 11 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 12 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 13 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 14 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD # 15 	 0.100000
Travis County ESD #16 	 0.075000
Travis County ESD #17 	 0.037000

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Austin Community College District 	 0.101300
CISD - Hays 	 1.154600
ISD - Austin 	 0.950500
ISD - Coupland 	 1.196900
ISD - Del Valle 	 0.996900
ISD - Dripping Springs 	 1.105200
ISD - Eanes 	 0.885500
ISD - Elgin 	 1.223400
ISD - Johnson City 	 0.860800
ISD - Lago Vista 	 1.016900
ISD - Lake Travis 	 1.065600
ISD - Leander 	 1.086900
ISD - Manor 	 1.081400
ISD - Marble Falls 	 0.912200
ISD - Pflugerville 	 1.106900
ISD - Round Rock 	 0.893100



BASTROP COUNTY
bastropcad.org
512-303-1930

BURNET COUNTY
burnet-cad.org
512-756-8291

HAYS COUNTY
hayscad.com

512-268-2522

TRAVIS COUNTY
traviscad.org
512-834-9317

WILLIAMSON COUNTY
wcad.org

512-930-3787

MUDs/WCIDs
Altessa MUD 	 0.799500
Belvedere MUD 	 0.192500
Briarwood MUD 	 0.560000
Cottonwood Creek MUD #1 	 0.773500
Cypress Ranch WCID #1 	 0.867500
Hurst Creek MUD 	 0.230400
Kelly Lane WCID #1 	 0.445300
Kelly Lane WCID #2 	 0.500300
Lake Pointe MUD 	 0.135400
Lakeside MUD #3 	 0.690000
Lakeside MUD #5 	 0.970000
Lakeside WCID #1 	 0.500000
Lakeside WCID #2A 	 0.955000
Lakeside WCID #2B 	 0.745000
Lakeside WCID #2C 	 0.772500
Lakeside WCID #2D 	 0.725000
Lakeway MUD 	 0.053100
Lazy Nine MUD #1A 	 1.000000
Lazy Nine MUD #1B 	 0.895000
Moore’s Crossing MUD 	 0.665500
North Austin MUD #1 	 0.224600
Northtown MUD 	 0.522500
Pilot Knob #2 	 0.825800
Pilot Knob #3 	 0.875200
Pilot Knob #4 	 0.950000
Pilot Knob #5 	 0.950000
Presidential Glen MUD 	 0.286000
Ranch at Cypress Creek MUD #1 	 0.275000
River Place Limited District 	 0.064500
Senna Hills MUD 	 0.294000
Shady Hollow MUD 	 0.085600
Southeast Travis County MUD #1 	 0.935000
Southeast Travis County MUD #2 	 0.980000
Sunfield MUD #1 	 0.870000
Sunfield MUD #3 	 0.900000
Travis County Healthcare District 	 0.107969
Travis County MUD #02 	 0.792500
Travis County MUD #03 	 0.370000
Travis County MUD #04 	 0.650000
Travis County MUD #05 	 0.440500
Travis County MUD #06 	 0.434000
Travis County MUD #07 	 0.908900
Travis County MUD #08 	 0.470000
Travis County MUD #09 	 0.768000
Travis County MUD #10 	 0.679000
Travis County MUD #11 	 0.312500
Travis County MUD #12 	 0.480000
Travis County MUD #13 	 0.317500
Travis County MUD #14 	 0.785000
Travis County MUD #15 	 0.272500
Travis County MUD #16 	 0.724800
Travis County MUD #17 	 0.678000
Travis County MUD #18 	 0.750000
Travis County MUD #19 	 0.395000
Travis County MUD #20 	 0.395000
Travis County MUD #21 	 0.365000
Travis County MUD #22 	 0.850000
Travis County MUD #23 	 0.248000
Travis County MUD #24 	 0.950000
Travis County MUD #26 	 0.900000
WCID #10 	 0.061400
WCID #17 	 0.053300
WCID #17 (Flintrock Ranch) 	 0.236000
WCID #17 (Serene Hills) 	 0.517500
WCID #17 (Steiner Ranch) 	 0.153100
WCID #18 	 0.057700
WCID #19 	 0.177200
WCID #20 	 0.192500
WCID Point Venture 	 0.672200
Wells Branch MUD 	 0.240000
West Travis County MUD #6 	 0.194500
West Travis County MUD #8 	 0.475000
Wilbarger Creek MUD #1 	 0.722000
Wilbarger Creek MUD #2 	 0.950000
Williamson & Travis Co. MUD #1 	 0.273300

WILLIAMSON COUNTY
County Jurisdiction
Williamson County 	 0.355670
F.M. & Road 	 0.044329 
Total 	 0.399999 

CITIES/VILLAGES 
City of Austin 	 0.477600 
City of Cedar Park 	 0.363000
City of Coupland 	 0.222678
City of Florence 	 0.586173
City of Georgetown 	 0.364700
City of Granger 	 0.847478
City of Hutto 	 0.399553
City of Jarrell 	 0.394004
City of Leander 	 0.417282
City of Liberty Hill 	 0.483027
City of Pflugerville 	 0.542800
City of Round Rock 	 0.360000
City of Taylor 	 0.591368
City of Thrall 	 0.420931
City of Weir 	 0.159947

EMERGENCY SERVICES/SPECIAL 
Williamson County ESD #1 	 0.100000 
Williamson County ESD #2 	 0.098216 
Williamson County ESD #3 	 0.100000 
Williamson County ESD #4 	 0.074944 
Williamson County ESD #5 	 0.099400 
Williamson County ESD #6 	 0.100000 
Williamson County ESD #7 	 0.100000 
Williamson County ESD #8 	 0.096817 
Williamson County ESD #9 	 0.097704 
Williamson County ESD #10 	 0.100000 
Williamson County ESD #11 	 0.090900 
Williamson County ESD #12 	 0.085984 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Austin Community College 	 0.101300 
EWC Higher Ed Center 	 0.039130 
ISD - Coupland 	 1.196900 
ISD - Florence 	 1.104200 
ISD - Georgetown 	 1.054400 I
SD - Granger 	 1.213100 
ISD - Hutto 	 1.205200 
ISD - Jarrell 	 1.166900 
ISD - Leander 	 1.086900 
ISD - Liberty Hill 	 1.226900 
ISD - Pflugerville 	 1.106900 
ISD - Round Rock 	 0.893100 
ISD - Taylor 	 1.100000 
ISD - Thrall 	 1.205200 

MUDs/WCIDs 
Anderson Mill Limited District 	 0.121104 
Avery Centre Road District 	 0.150000 
Avery Ranch Road District 	 0.027000 
Berry Creek Highland 	 0.550000 
Block House 	 0.550400 
Brushy Creek 	 0.401653 
Brushy Creek MUD Defined Area 	 0.100000 
CLL MUD #1 	 0.822000 
Cool Water 	 0.950000 
Donahoe Creek 	 0.023200 
Fern Bluff 	 0.190000 
Georgetown Village PID 	 0.120000 
Highlands at Mayfield Ranch 	 0.505200 
Lakeside #2-A 	 0.955000 
Lakeside #3 	 0.690000 
Leander #1 	 1.000000 
Leander #2 	 1.000000 
Leander #3 	 1.000000 
Leander TODD #1 	 0.350000 
Lower Brushy Creek WCID 	 0.016546
Meadows of Chandler Creek 	 0.286000 
North Austin #1 	 0.224600 
North San Gabriel #1 	 0.950000 
North San Gabriel #2 	 0.412500 
NW Williamson County #1	 0.950000 

NW Williamson County #2 	 0.950000 
Northwoods Road District 	 0.187881 
Palmera Ridge 	 0.400000 
Paloma Lakes #1 	 0.377500 
Paloma Lakes #2 	 0.425000 
Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 	 0.390400 
Parkside on the River #1 	 0.920000
Parkside on the River #2 	 0.920000 
Pearson Place Rd District 	 0.057265 
Ranch at Cypress Creek #1 	 0.275000 
Round Rock #1 	 0.680000 
Round Rock #2 	 0.511000 
Shell Road MUD 	 0.550000 
Siena #1 	 0.551000 
Siena #2 	 0.615000
Sonterra 	 0.703500 
Somerset Hills Rd District #3 	 0.290000 
Somerset Hills Rd District #4 	 0.290000 
SE Williamson County MUD #1 	 0.459500 
Stonewall Ranch 	 0.717500 
Upper Brushy Creek WCID 	 0.017000 
Vista Oaks 	 0.222200 
Walsh Ranch 	 0.370000 
Watch Hill 	 0.539800 
Wells Branch 	 0.240000 
West Williamson County #1 	 0.714000 
West Williamson County #2 	 0.682000 
Williamson/Liberty Hill 	 0.950000 
Williamson/Travis #1 	 0.273300 
Williamson County WSID #3 	 0.599500
Williamson County #10 	 0.390000
Williamson County #11 	 0.386000 
Williamson County #12 	 0.739600 
Williamson County #13 	 0.526800
Williamson County #15 	 0.488700
Williamson County #19 	 0.55610
Williamson County #19A 	 0.600700
Williamson County #19B 	 0.850000
Williamson County #19C 	 0.850000
Williamson County #19E 	 0.760500
Williamson County #19F 	 0.850000
Williamson County #19G 	 0.850000
Williamson County #19H 	 0.850000
Williamson County #22 	 0.865000
Williamson County #23 	 0.920000
Williamson County #25 	 0.920000
Williamson County #26 	 0.900000
Williamson County #28	  0.607500
Williamson County #29 	 0.650000
Williamson County #30 	 0.735500
Williamson County #31 	 0.850000
Williamson County #32 	 0.850000
Williamson County #34 	 0.632500 
Williamson County #35 	 0.950000



T E X A S  T I T L E  R A T E S











Closing Day Checklist








